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Read the following carefully.  For each case, identify the actus reus and explain whether any mens rea exists.  Remember, in order to be found guilty, both elements must be present.

1. Tom took his 16 year son, Alex, on a deer hunting trip for the first time.  Alex took aim and fired, but instead of shooting a deer, he shoots and killed another hunter in the bushes.

Actus reus__________________________________________________________________
Mens rea___________________________________________________________________
Would Alex be found guilty?____________________________________________________

 
2. Tina planned to rob the local pizza parlour.  Using a gun, she points it at the cashier and asks for all the money in the cash register.  Just to show she was serious, she aims away from the cashier and shoots at the wall behind him.  The bullet passes through the wall and kills someone in the store next door.

Actus reus__________________________________________________________________
Mens rea___________________________________________________________________
Would Tina be found guilty?____________________________________________________


3. Karen and her friend Cindy, both 7 years old, stumble upon a gun in a closet. While playing “Charlie’s Angels,” Karen shoots Cindy and kills her.

Actus reus__________________________________________________________________
Mens rea___________________________________________________________________
Would Karen be found guilty?__________________________________________________
 

4. Leonard was a paranoid schizophrenic who managed to seek out of a psychiatric institution.  While waiting on the subway platform, he began having paranoid thoughts about the young man next to him.  He thought he had come to take him back to the institution.  As the subway approached, he pushes the young man in front of it, killing him instantly.

Actus reus__________________________________________________________________
Mens rea___________________________________________________________________
Would Leonard be found guilty?_________________________________________________


5. Joanne constantly picked on Amanda.  One day, after being publicly humiliated by Joanne yet again, Amanda went to her locker, got a knife, and killed Joanne.

Actus reus__________________________________________________________________
Mens rea___________________________________________________________________
Would Amanda be found guilty? ________________________________________________

