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· The Pax Romana was a time of Roman peace that lasted through the second and third century CE

· [image: image2.wmf]This was a time when all the Roman provinces were secure and interconnected by well-maintained roads and trade routes

· Brought a lot of uniformity to the empire

· Rome was free of outside threats

· Many emperors followed Hadrian

· Antonius Pius (138-161 CE) was respected

· Marcus Aurelius (161-180 CE) was admired

· Commodus (180-193 CE) saw himself as another Hercules

· Septimus Severus (193-211 CE) from Africa

· Caracalla, his son, gave citizenship to all free Roman males in 212 CE, as a means of raising taxes

· Followed by 11 other emperors until 284 CE

Diocletian

· Diocletian was promoted to emperor in 284 CE by his fellow soldiers in Praetorian Guard

· In 293 CE, Diocletian divided the rule of the Empire into two parts: East and West

· Each had a senior emperor called Augusti and a junior emperor called Caesares
· Became a permanent split

· The western portion lost its Roman nature

· The eastern portion became Byzantium

· Standing armies were spread along the frontiers with other units available to go to trouble spots

· He also tried to eliminate Christianity by burning them out

· Many martyrs were made (willing to suffer torture and death rather than denounce their faith)

· He eventually gave up the throne but was always faithful to the Roman gods

Constantine

· Following Diocletian’s abdication, there was a power struggle

· Constantine was victorious in 312 CE

· He was a Christian and he made the empire Christian

· Nicene Creed was composed in 325 CE (a statement of Christian beliefs)

· Issued the Edict of Milan, officially ending the persecution of the Christians

· He gave a lot of power to the capital of the eastern empire, Byzantium and changed its name to Constantinople 

· It became equal to Rome

· Built the Church of Holy Wisdom (Hagia Sophia) in 360 CE

· Constantine and his successors were buried there

End of the West

· The Western Empire endured successive incursions by barbarians 

· Goths (Visigoths and Ostrogoths), Alans, Franks, Suebi, Vandals, and Huns

· Often they were invited in!

Theodosius the Great

· Came to power after 40 years of fighting between east and west (379 CE)

· Was able to make use of the barbarians and he ruled with wisdom

· Banned all pagan worship and closed all temples

· Abolished the Olympic Games, in 393 CE, because they honoured Zeus

The Visigoths

· Alaric was the leader of this group

· Was beaten by the Romans in 401 CE, but was then encouraged to help Rome avoid a famine

· Alaric didn’t get the payment he had been promised so he captured and sacked Rome in 410 CE

· [image: image3.wmf]After Alaric’s death, they continued to move through Spain and Portugal and set up an administration in Toulouse (France)

· They created their own code of law and lived alongside the Romans

The Huns

· Western Roman Empire was breaking up into smaller kingdoms 

· Saxons and Franks overran Britain

· Huns advanced on Roman Empire, under Attila in 451 CE

· Caused a lot of destruction in several campaigns

The End

· In 476 CE, 1200 years after the founding of Rome, the Western Empire ended

· The Empire had lasted almost 500 years

· So much had remained the same since the rule of Augustus 

· The adoption of Christianity was the only major ideological change

Reasons for the Fall of Rome

1. Too many enemies, too few friends. You can’t fight everyone at once

2. Army not being paid, no land left for retiring soldiers

3. Courts, civil service, politicians and military became corrupt

4. Disease, caused by poverty

5. Famine because of overpopulation

6. Financial bankruptcy, emperors misspending the Empire’s wealth

7. Empire too big for 1, 2, or 4 emperors who often didn’t get along

8. Rome never gave the poor political power; plebian and slave revolts were common

9. Opposition from other religions (ie. Christianity)

10. Emperors who only ruled for themselves

11. Too many mentally or physically unwell rulers

12. Roman farming was in decline; yields were down

· The Eastern Empire became the Byzantium Empire which lasted until 1453!!!!

� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���








[image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf]_1130870161

_1130870245

_1130870110

